STUDENT VERSION

EXAMINING CHANGES IN DATA - AFRICAN-AMERICANS
EDUCATION LEVELS THROUGH THE YEARS

Activity ltems
The following items are part of this activity and appear at the end of this student version.
= ltem 1. Attending School in the United States During the Year, as Returned in the Schedule of
Population, 1850
= Item 2: Number of Pupils Attending Public Schools, by Color, 1880
« Item 3: Adults in the United States Over Twenty Years of Age Who Cannot Read and Write, 1850
« Item 4: llliteracy, by States and Territories, 1880

Student Learning Objectives

« | will be able to compare, analyze, and interpret 1850 and 1880 census data on African-Americans'’
education levels before the Civil War and post-Reconstruction.

= | will be able to write an essay analyzing my findings from the census data.

United States”

Census STATISTICS

em— Bureau Classrooms Powered by Census Data IN SCHOOLS



EXAMINING CHANGES IN DATA - AFRICAN-AMERICANS'
EDUCATION LEVELS THROUGH THE YEARS STUDENT VERSION

NAME: DATE:

In this activity, you will analyze and draw conclusions from data about the education and literacy levels of
African-Americans — both before the Civil War and after Reconstruction.

Part 1- Collect and Compare Data

1. Look at Item 1: Attending School in the United States During the Year, as Returned in the Schedule of
Population, 1850 and choose four states (not territories) to examine. Three must be southern and one
must be northern.

State 1:
State 2:
State 3:

State 4:
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2. Use the "Free Colored, Total” column of Item 1 (pre-Civil War) and the “Colored, Total” column of Item
2: Number of Pupils Attending Public Schools, by Color, 1880 (post-Reconstruction) to fill in the table
below, noting any changes from 1850 to 1880.

What are the school State 1: State T:
attendance data?

State 2: State 2:
State 3: State 3:
State 4: State 4:

What conclusions can you
draw from these data?
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3. Now use the information in the “Free Colored, Total” column of Item 3: Adults in the United States Over
Twenty Years of Age Who Cannot Read and Write, 1850 and in the “Colored Persons of 21 Years of Age
and Upward, Returned as unable to write, Number” column of Item 4: llliteracy, by States and Territories,
1880 to fill in the table below.

When drawing conclusions for each year, do not note any changes from 1850 to 1880 for these data, as
the population size for the 1850 data was much smaller than for the 1880 data: In 1850, only free black
people who were illiterate were counted, excluding enslaved black people who were not permitted to read
and write. In 1880, the number of illiterate black people soared, because many former enslaved black
people were included in that count.

What are the illiteracy State 1 State 1
data?
State 2: State 2:
State 3: State 3:
State 4: State 4:

What conclusions can you
draw from these data?
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Part 2 - Interpret the Data

Write an essay addressing the following questions in two paragraphs:
Paragraph 1- What You Learned From These Data

What do the data tell you about what life was like for African-Americans before the Civil War and after
Reconstruction?
What impact did the North's victory in the Civil War have on the 1880 data?

Why might the literacy of African-Americans have been an important political topic during
Reconstruction?
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Paragraph 2 - What You Did Not Learn From These Data

What are some limitations of the data, specifically for making comparisons?

What is missing from the data that could help you better understand African-American education and
literacy during these time periods?

Make sure you justify your points with evidence from part 1, from the data in Items 1-4, and from information in
a secondary source.
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ltem 2: Number of Pupils Attending Public Schools, by Color, 1880

918 X MISCELLANEQUS STATISTICS,
L
PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
TaBLE VIL~NUMBER OF PUPILS ATTENDING PUBLIC SCHOOLS, BY COLOR, SEX, AND AVERAGE
DAILY ATTENDANOCE: 1880,
KUMIBR OF FUPILE WI0 ATTSXDED BCHOOL DURIRG THAR YRAR.
—|[ AYERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCL OF
UL,
States and Terrltories. Whito. Colored. .
Wh%lcn’ nom.
" Totl. Male, | Fomnle. | Total. | Male. | Femasls Total. Whits Calored,
The Tuited States —.ooueeennn.... 001,008 § ©,005 485 | 4,000,003 | 4,405,802 | B0 123 | 433,414 423, T00 || 0, 27T, 870 | 6, T10, 030 500, 540
S R 187,550 | 111,880 04, 660 51, 220 75,861 40,410 83,245 123, 800 70, 614 B B3
Arirona ... L haz 423 2,104 |25 1. I O, R I, 5213 1% 1H ) P
Arkansns . | 108,238 81,363 43,153 88,210 206,873 18, 426 18, 447 05, 010 50, 220 16, 204
California . 161,477 |- 100, 060 82, 66T 77,072 818 420 20§ 106, 179 105, 008 511
Colorado .oeenneamemreaneimes vrariane 26, 232 21, 607 13, 026 14,071 205 100 146 17, 268 17, 208 .8
Connactient. ..oy cemee i s e 118,580 | 118,288 01,685 58, 848 857 1684 109 7, 725 72, 531 U]
Dakota ..... 13, 718 18, 677 7,018 0, 061 41 10 Y B, 630 8 51l %10
Delaware.. .. 26,412 4,178 12, 338 13,539 2,24 1, 200 238 17, 459 10, 066 1,57
Dristriot of Columbia .. 20, 4094 18,472 0, 200 % 1) 7, 007 8, 599 4, 268 20, 507 14, 805 0, &t
4‘3. 4| Lham 12 642 14,030 16, 632 778 7, &6 o, 477 20, 958 10, 510
237,124 150, G0L 8, 618 G0, B85 86, 523 42, 301 42,628 1, 160 05,191 50, 028
5,834 5 830 3,028 2,802 4 2 2 8,808 9, b0l 2
TH, 041 | G856 | 300,087 [  aas, 474 5,480 2,062 2,898 431,812 428, BT 3, 200
512,201 504,201 268, 077 938, 154 7,070 4, 0ob 2,061 820, 577 415, 500 4,087
425,805 | d2h,160| ZMG,E%8 | %08 602 5 242 203 200,818 | 200,611 202
26,138 | 2o | Jzaa ) 114,000 6,60 1,43 B8l |  w4ma| 140,008 T .08
W40 | 263,507 135098 | 127,570 28, 39 1, 840 14, 280 0%, 81 179, 120 an, 202
1,012 48,370 o4, 810 o8, 054 34, 43 17,674 17, 008 Bti, Rg B0, 087 45,181
158, B11 15D, 758 74, 622 77, 238 ] 25 25 108, 7o 100, 781 33
M8, BEL | 128,48 | 63,708 | . 50,740 28, 533 13, 521 15,02 86,440 72, 000 12, B0
G030 | 516195 | 166,092 | 159,971 a7 211 25 236, 004 205, 155 £
862,450 | 360,822 | 10,286 |  1RD, KBG b1,837 850 a7 200, 718 204, 80 o BB
188, 544 186, 516 13, 470 3, 045 ] 1 15 103,878 100, 850 3
257,085 { 215,403 63, 740 B5,71 | 121, 803 a0, 615 o, 087 156, 824 70, 226 80, k0%
456,008 | 401,058 | 240,585 221,801 24, 048 11,770 12, 876 240, 540 248, Gid 12, 620
o, 667 4,891 2,088 [+ 2,238 i 10 o7 2, 080
2, 000 3
300,871 | 100,601 52, 847 41, 814 210 10 100 03,510 63, 303 7
B mg 801 4,820 4,878 17 2 7 &, 08D 5, b 1
3,670 04, 65) 88, 517 51,143 10 + [ 48, b 48, Do o
205,240 | 201,463 9,961 | 101,602 2,7 1,803 1,882 116, 500 114, 400 9,704
4,756 4,785 3,484 2,371 8
8 SRR [ [ 160 38 111/ EOO
L0038 3,020,154 | G0, 838 | G0o,E16 ) . 45,782 ¢2003|  foam 561, 9GR 644, 083 FEY
6,422 [ g, 262 87, 051 74,211 05, 160 41,75 47,435 104, 570 108, 264 63,010
TER4EL TOTIB | BE0,088 | gam, 0oy 11,720 907 5, Ba3 406,024 487, 1 #7063
4| ma|  mass]| 1800 7 ) 4 26, 603 20, 550 T
gno::_g;:haﬂ [ s::g n::::: 4::.:;: 463, 106 12,028 - 5,958 0,002 622, 851 0185, 086 6, 00%
. . 20, 180 % 16 1 27, 463 7, 408 16
134, 842 o1, g2 29,170 2, 74, 040 57, 460 15, 650 0, 079 m: a0 52,470
::;:;‘0: f:. i:: 110, 253 110, 837 &1, 310 10, 823 B0, 487 200, DSL 141, 200 43: 1]
\ 88, €27 2,080 44,02 23,007 20,032 122, 478 01,808 | 31,660
':;.g 25,743 13, tiép 12,22 g0 2 g8 19,618 19, 560 LY
— 13 ﬂ :1, 255 6, 404 | . 45 an 47,200 47, 3407 19
wml teom| nee] T ®TE| amel asos|  rmes| 00100 18, g0
3 \ 7,210 7,484 100 | w671 205 10, 644
wame| 139000 1 454 o, 1¢, 467 180
. h J ] B4, 206 4,100 2,180 1,007 03,182 80,414 2,718
W OOUAI N s aan e e e vaa s nen e ned 200,514 | mog0 | 1
T FOmING . its cime e 2,007 &ml 5?:: 14:';:; o s A 140, 270 184,905 B
3 N [ 3 3 1,020 1,018 [}
& Indiang, ¢ Inoludes 20
 Tuclades 30 Tndiacs, ph Indinns, # Tnoladea 5 Tudiuma, £ Includon 80 Indinna,
ndeg 17 Indians. A Incindes 3 Indinos,
¢ Inclodes 15 Indiane, f Tncludes 1% Tndinns, J Includoea 16 Indinne.

www.census.gov/prod/www/decennial.html

To retrieve this table electronically, click on the link above, then on “Census of Population and Housing, 1880,” then on “Final
Reports,” and then on the first “Full Document” link to download a zip file. Open the zip file from your downloads, then open
“1880a_v1-20.pdf,” and go to Page 8 of the PDF.
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CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS


http://www.census.gov/schools
http://www.census.gov/prod/www/decennial.html
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